Introduction
Microgastrinae (Hymenoptera: Braconidae) is one of the most important groups of Lepidoptera parasitoids. It is also one of the most diverse - Rodriguez et al. (2012) estimated the species richness of the group ranging from 17,000 to 46,000+ species.
Microgastrinae wasps are endoparasitoids of caterpillars, and species are usually gregarious or solitary (although, occasionally, one wasp species can be solitary or gregarious depending on the size and species of the host caterpillar). Generally, each microgastrine wasp species has a fixed cocoon spinning pattern, structure and colour, which is quite distinctive and helps in ascertaining its identity.
